
 

Otago Merino Association 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

The OTAGO MERINO ASSOCIATION welcome new members to join the Association.  If you 
know of someone who would like to join the association please contact the Secretary at  

kylie@administrationhq.co.nz or via post PO Box 1765 Queenstown. 

Hi All 
 

I would like to say thank you to everyone who supported the Awards evening.  I trust you all 
had a great time! Once again I would like to thank all our loyal sponsors for their continued 
support; their commitment is especially appreciated in these tight times. As I stated on the 
night we are also lucky to have a very motivated committee, you can rest assured we are al-
ways thinking very hard about keeping the night a worthy event to attend. We very much 
believe in the importance of bringing everyone together in the industry. Thanks to Ross 
Beech and the rest of Merino Inc in agreeing to hold their AGM in conjunction with us, we 

had growers there on the night from every region in New Zealand. 
 

Thanks again also to Kylie and Lesley of Administration HQ in Queenstown. They really are 
very hard working and willing helpers in keeping the OMA running smoothly.  
Congratulations to Kylie also on the birth of her strapping 10lb baby boy!  Well done. 
 

Congratulations to all the winners; you can give yourselves a well deserved pat on the back! 
 

A couple of weeks after the awards evening Lisa and myself travelled to Newcastle to attend 
the New England wool awards.  It was a worthwhile trip, giving us a chance to meet some 
new growers over that side of the ditch. We were made to feel very welcome by everyone, 
especially the New England crew.  
 

With the wool selling season right on us, globally things are still a little rough; but I think it is 
still very important to try to continue to produce a world class product presented to the mar-
ket to the very best of our ability. 
 

Remember our forebears came through the great depression, amongst other trying times so 
let‘s bear down and get determined to get through this tough period. We still have a lot to be 
grateful for:  We are not being called off to fight a war; we don‘t have to sit in the baking sun 
waiting for a food drop; our local pubs haven‘t been taken out by a car bomb, we don‘t have 
a donkey as our only means of transport; and Helen Clark doesn‘t even live in the country 
any more!! As I said there is a bit to be happy about. 
 

All the best for your wool sales. 
 
Regards  

Gundy  (Dave Anderson) 

Chairman 
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South African Exchange  

 
In addition to the Monaro exchange, a new annual  
scholarship beginning in 2010 is currently being organised 
by the Otago Merino Association, with the help of funding 
from the Gordon MacMaster Trust. 
 
We are looking for a suitable scholar to travel to South  
Africa in July/August next year and be placed with Andries 
Pienaar, who is a merino stud breeder.  Andries visited the 
South Island in March this year and was a guest speaker at 
our Field Day at Nine Mile Station.   
 
We invite applications from people who are involved and 
enthusiastic in the merino industry.  For 2010 we are not 
looking at any particular age group, just the best applicant.  
Further details will be available  later, but applications will 
close by the end of February.   If you would like to apply or 
nominate someone, please submit a letter to:  
 

The Secretary, Otago Merino Association,  

PO Box 1765, Queenstown 

Email:  kylie@administrationhq.co.nz 

Upper Clutha  

Transport 

Reda  

of Italy 

   

              Otago Merino Association 

   Agricultural Exchanges 

  

  Monaro Scholarship  
 

The Otago Merino Association is currently accepting appli-

cations for the 2010 Monaro Scholarship. 

The Monaro Scholarship is an agricultural exchange organ-

ised by the Otago Merino Association with sponsorship 

from PGG Wrightson Ltd.  The Monaro is a district in NSW 

Australia, about an hour south of Canberra.  The Monaro 

Scholarship consists of 2—3 weeks in the Monaro area of 

Australia, and the anticipated time of travel would be April 

2010. 

Grant Murdoch was this year‘s scholar.  See the next page 

for his comments on his experience. 

If you are interested in applying for this scholarship, or know 

of someone in the Merino Industry who would benefit from 

this exchange please submit a letter to the Secretary of the 

Otago Merino Association by the 15th November  2009. 
The Secretary, Otago Merino Association,  

PO Box 1765, Queenstown 

Email:  kylie@administrationhq.co.nz 

 

http://www.icebreaker.com/site/index.html


Monaro Scholarship 

2009 Monaro Scholarship Recipient 

Hello, my name is Grant Murdoch.  I am a shearing contractor based in Kurow.  We shear a mix of cross 
breed and merino sheep in Kurow and Omarama area. 

 

I have been in the shearing industry for 
23 years, 20 years as a shearer.   Early 
this year I was awarded the Monaro 
Scholarship. 
 

I travelled to Australia in April, heading 
to Sydney then to Canberra. I was 
picked up by Brett Povey, a wool rep 
for Elders. 
 

Brett showed me around his farm, and 
man it was dry,  his biggest problem 
was he was running out of stock water,  
the dams where just about dry - a real 
concern for farmers that rely on rain 
water for stock.  
 

Brett took me to John Philp‘s farm 
where they where shearing Merino 
ewes, they where about 70kgs and cut-

ting an average of 7-8 kgs of 19-21 micron wool. The shearers where shearing about 125 per day.  I went two 
four different sheds whilst they where shearing, the best shearers where shearing about 130-140 per day big 
heavy and necky merinos. Wool preparation was minimal, just the basics where done.  I noticed that some 
farmers had made a change to Dune Breed - about 20% of sheep in Australia are dune. 
 

Henry and Julia Bridgewater own Sherwood 
Station.  They are changing to the soft rolling 
skin type sheep.  They are 60kg ewes around 
16-18 Micron and lambing 130 percent. 
 

I was fortunate enough to go to a wether trail 
at Alectown with Alan McGufficke about 
one hour south of Dubbo.  They monitor 
around 15 different Farmer‘s sheep and com-
pare results, eg wool weights and micron 
length and strength. They fat score the weth-
ers after shearing.   I found it very interesting 
and the results vary a lot in some cases. 
Sheep perform very well.  I noticed that most 
farmers are starting to breed a plainer body 
sheep with less neck and body wrinkle. 
 

Sam Green, who is a wool agent for Gordon 
Lichfield wools, arranged where I went from 
day to day. Sam was great. On the last Friday he took me to  
Canberra where we watched the Brumbies play the Bulls at Canberra Stadium.   It was a real treat. 
 

I would like to say a big thank you to the Otago Merino Association for the Scholarship.  It was a great oppor-
tunity and I would recommend it to anyone interested.  The people you meet are awesome. 
 
 

Grant Murdoch 



 CLIP OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2009   

Production Comp Runner Up  Buscot Station Richard Gloag 

 Winner  Tara Hills Greg Stuart   

MERINO EWE PRODUCTION COMPETITION 

CHILD CANCER FLEECE COMPETITION 
 Super Fine 3rd Flaxton Station M Stevenson  

  2nd Lauder Station Robbie & Bec Calder  

  1st Matangi Station John and Mary-Liz Sanders 

       

 Fine 3rd Walter Peak Station James Clouston & Lucy Gresson  

  2nd Moutere Station Jopp Tony & Jillian  

  1st Benmore Station Andrew & Deidre/Bill & Kate  Sutherland  

       

 Overall  1st Matangi Station John and Mary-Liz Sanders   
       

      

Adult Up to 16.7 3rd Twin Peaks 

   2nd The Rocks 

   1st Riverside Over Haka 

 16.8—17.2 3rd Mt Grand 

   2nd Craighurst 

   1st Nine Mile 

 17.3—17.7 3rd Tara Hills 

   2nd Matarae  

   1st Moutere 

 17.8-18.0 3rd Ahuriri Downs 

   2nd Waikeri Downs 

   1st Benmore 

 18.0-20.0 3rd Buscot 

   2nd Bog Roy  

   1st Armidale 
 

Hogget Up to 15.7 3rd Mt Grand 

   2nd Longacre 

   1st Lindis Downs 

 15.8-15.9 3rd The Rocks 

   2nd Timburn 

   1st Nine Mile 

 16.0-16.3 3rd Matarae 

   2nd Benmore 

   1st Moutere 

 16.4– 16.7 3rd Ahuriri Downs 

   2nd Tara Hills 

   1st Matangi 

 16.8-20  3rd Omarama 

   2nd Armidale 

   1st Waikeri Downs  

         

Overall  2nd Runner Up Matarae Station Ron and Juliet Jones 

  1st Runner Up  Armidale Station Allan and Eris Paterson 

  Winner  Moutere Station Tony and Jillian Jopp   
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Thank You from Child Cancer Foundation 

 

The Child Cancer Foundation believes that no child suffering from cancer, 
or their family, should ever feel alone. We provide ongoing practical,  
emotional and financial assistance to children, and their families, whose 
lives have been changed forever by this life threatening disease. We also 
support the health professionals that treat children with cancer and invest in  
research into the late effects of the disease.   
 
On behalf of the children and families on the childhood cancer journey, we 
would like to thank the Otago Merino Association for its continued  
support.  We would also like to extend heartfelt thanks to the farmers who 
donated their fleeces that were auctioned - your generosity helps to make a 
difference to these families.  
 
Shaline Das-Fitzgibbon 
Head of Fundraising and Marketing  
Child Cancer Foundation 
 

 

Otago Merino Association Merino Excellence Awards 

Child Cancer Foundation Fleece Competition 

Thank you to all of the growers who donated fleeces for the Child Cancer Foundation Fleece competition. A 

cheque was handed over to Shaline Das-Fitzgibbon of the Child Cancer Foundation at the Merino Excellence 

Awards worth  $6240 which is the proceeds from last year‘s sale and the Auction held at the 2008 Merino  

Excellence Awards.  We hope next year‘s donation will be similar if not better, with $2030 already raised at the 

auction held at the 2009 Awards dinner. 

 

Many thanks to the all the growers who donated fleeces this year: 

Acheron Bank 

Ahuriri Downs 

Armidale 

Ben Omar 

Benmore 

Benrose 

Big Ben 

Big River Merino 

Black Forest  

Bog Roy 

Buscot 

Carrick 

Carrickmore 

Cecil Peak  

Claycliffs 

Corleggy 

Craighurst 

Craigieburn 

 

 

 

 

 

Craiglea 

Dalrachney 

Doctors Point 

Essendon 

Flaxton 

Glen Ida 

Glen Lyon 

Glen Orkney 

Glenbrook 

GlenCairn 

Glenshee 

Grampians 

Grays Hills 

Happy Valley 

Hartfield 

Heron 

Hilltop Downs 

Hummock 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurunui Hills 

Huxley Gorge 

Kaiwarua 

Killermont 

Lake Coleridge 

Lake Hawea 

Lake Heron 

Lauder Stn 

Linnburn 

Little Valley 

Loganburn 

Lowther Downs 

Machermore 

Matangi 

Matarae 

Melrose 

Merino Ridges 

Merivale 

 

 

 

 

 

Middlehurst 

Motatapu 

Moutere 

Mt Grand 

Mt Pisa 

Muller 

Nine Mile 

Ohau Downs 

Olrig 

Omahau 

Omarama Stn 

Pisgah Downs 

Queensberry Hills 

Roseneath 

Rostreiver 

Ryton Station 

Sawdon 

Simons Pass 

 

 

 

 

 

Strathclyde 

Streamlands 

Table Top 

Taieri Lake 

Tara Hills 

Te Aka 

Te Oma 

The Bend 

The Rocks 

The Wolds 

Timburn 

Tuohys Gully 

Twin Peaks 

Upton Fells 

Valleyview 

Wainui 

Walter Peak 

West Edge 
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Milestone commitment from REDA for NZM’s Zque Product Integrity Programme 
 

In what can only be described as a milestone for the New Zealand Merino industry Successori REDA – one of 
the most consistent buyers of high quality New Zealand Merino fibre (through New England Wool) - has 
made a commitment to only purchase Zque qualifying wool from New Zealand. 
 

Francesco Botto from REDA says this commitment is directly in support of those growers who are recognisers 
of the importance of product integrity and traceability - ensuring the ongoing success of retail markets.   
 

REDA has always been a leader in the Italian worsted market, in particular with regard to its quality fabrics and 
innovative product and design.  This has been achieved through a constant investment in all aspects of the 
value chain but in particular their investment in the highest technical and environmental machinery and stan-
dards (EMAS certification).  It is therefore a tribute to the NZM grower supplier base that REDA is singling 
you out as an important part of their future supply base. 
 

Woolstock 2009  
 

Woolstock 2009 reinforced to the team at NZM that we are part of a great community – passionate and com-
mitted people from growers to retail and supply chain partners. It was fantastic to see everyone uniting to make 
this an incredible event. 
 

There is no doubt that our industry is moving into a difficult period given current global market dynamics. It is 
important to remember though, that we have the ingredients to ride out the storm and reinforce our strong 
position of New Zealand Merino fibre in existing and emerging markets. 
 

One only needs to look across the Tasman or frankly more closely at our own cross-bred industry to recognise 
the value of the collaborative nature of our industry. It is this approach that is encouraging new business devel-
opment and contracts, such as Cariaggi, and the new competition we have at auction. As world economies re-
cover the New Zealand Merino industry is well positioned. As evidenced at Woolstock now is the time to be 
investing into market development and innovation! 
 

Market Update 
 

For the first time at auction we are seeing style price 
premiums disappear due to the absence of European 
buyers as they come to terms with the significant 
downturn in demand from retail brands. Some Euro-
pean companies are reporting up to 50% reductions in 
sales. This was reflected at last week‘s Newcastle sale 
where the top 4 buyers were all non-European compa-
nies predominantly buying for the Chinese market. We 
would normally expect the Europeans to dominate this 
market. 
 

At NZM‘s sale last week the market was slightly dearer 
in the 17 micron and stronger bracket when compared 
to our previous sale, with the remainder basically un-
changed. 

Ravensdown Merino Production Competition Winners, 

Greg and Mary Stuart with Bernard Lynch from Ravensdown 



 

NZWTA / Otago Merino Association 

Clip of  the Year 
 

Congratulations to your Association for another success-

ful ‗Clip of the Year‘ competition.  NZWTA is delighted 

to again be the major sponsor of this event.   

The ―Clip of the Year‖ continues to be a valuable bench-

marking exercise for your industry.  By establishing what 

is possible we all can actively set targets and pursue them. 

To all of those who entered, thank you. Without you 

there is no competition.  To the winners of each group, 

and especially to the overall winners our special congratu-

lations. 

In order that growers can assess their performance 

against the year‘s best, each entrant in the Clip of the 

Year received their own results on the night of the Me-

rino Excellence Awards. So that you can see what is re-

quired to win the overall award, the results for the 

―Overall‖ winner and place getters, for the last 3 years, 

are included in the table below. 

 

 

These results provide a good benchmarking target for 

others to aspire to. 

New Testing Equipment for Napier 

Laboratory 
 

With the closure of the AWTA Sydney laboratory in June, 

NZWTA has been able to take possession of several im-

portant pieces of testing equipment.  In particular, the 

Merino industry will be advantaged by new Laserscan‘s 

and another ATLAS instrument. 

The new Laserscan instruments are complete with new  

Integrated Electronics which allows for faster measure-

ment time and simpler maintenance and calibration.  Im-

portantly, the highest levels of accuracy and precision, 

commonly associated with the Laserscan technology, are 

maintained.  

The introduction of an additional ATLAS instrument for 

Length and Strength measurement brings the total num-

ber of ATLAS‘s in Napier to four, the capacity of  which   

Year

Placing Ave Micron $/head Ave Micron $/head Ave Micron $/head

1st 16.98 62.11 15.97 64.7 14.61 116.7

2nd 18.42 54.84 16.51 55.17 17.13 54.2

3rd 16.94 54.12 16.36 53.25 15.9 52.36

2009 2008 2007

Clip of the Year results for the last 3 years

 will improve service times and easily cope with peak test-

ing demands.  

An important feature at NZWTA is that all L&S tests are 

conducted using  two machines.  This exceeds formal 

testing requirements but is conducted to improve meas-

urement accuracy and precision, a critical feature when 

premiums for L&S tested wools are so high (the current 

adoption rate for  L&S testing is currently around 70% 

of all Merino lots). 

NZWTA Ltd obtained many other significant pieces of 

testing equipment, all designed to enhance the capacity 

and productivity of the Napier laboratory.  This high-

lights the benefits of the company‘s ownership structure 

with both NZWTA and the Australian Wool Testing 

Authority  

dedicated to the future success of the wool industry. 

 

Merino Test Data 
 

The NZWTA website http://www.nzwta.co.nz now 

carries a monthly summary of test data for all Merino 

wool tested by NZWTA.  The graphs show monthly 

averages for each of the last four seasons for Staple 

Length, Staple Strength, Micron, Vegetable Matter % 

and Schlum Dry Yield.  Some interesting points to note 

are the high VM and low staple strength for the 2007/8 

year, and the good start so far to the 2009/10 year. 

 

Fleece Testing with Staple Length and 

Strength 
 

NZWTA continues its mid-side testing programme using 

Laserscan for fibre diameter measurement.  Laserscan  

continues to be the superior method for measuring 

fleece micron because of its precision and accuracy.   

There has also been an increase in interest in Length and 

Strength tests on mid-side samples.  These are done 

from the same mid-side used for micron measurement, 

and typically 5 staples are measured on ATLAS.  The 

staples are prepared for testing prior to micron measure-

ment. 

The results of these Length and Strength tests on the  

mid-side samples can be used for classing and for  

identifying elite animals.   

 

For further information contact 

 

Phil Cranswick   

Phone 06 8335620 

Email phil.cranswick@nzwta.co.nz  

or 

Merv Dallimore  

Phone 06 8351086 

Email merv.dallimore@nzwta.co.nz  

http://www.nzwta.co.nz
mailto:phil.cranswick@nzwta.co.nz
mailto:merv.dallimore@nzwta.co.nz


 
 

Vetlife Omarama is conveniently situated beside the Omarama sale yards on the corner of Ahururi Drive and 
state highway 83. 
 

Vetlife provides quality Veterinary services complimented with competitively priced retail services to the Upper 
Waitaki and McKenzie Districts.  
 

The Omarama clinic is purpose built and Veterinary consultations are by appointment with routine surgeries 
carried out on the site. Omarama is fully backed up by the Oamaru clinic and their hours are Monday to Friday 
8am to 5pm with a 24hr emergency service provided from Oamaru. 
 

NOTICES FROM STUD MERINO BREEDERS 

Merino Junior Judging Day 

The CO Stud Merino Breeders are holding their annual Junior Judging Day on Friday, 23 October 2009 at 
Lauder Station, Becks.  The day will begin at 1pm with a dog training demonstration by the Calder family  
followed immediately by the judging competition.   
 
Please encourage all young merino farmers in your district to enter this competition, which is open to everyone 
under the age of 30 years.  The winner goes on to the Christchurch Show to compete in the national final.  All 
enquiries to Jim Hore 03 444 7703 or Robbie Calder 03 447 3374. 
 
 

Central Otago Stud Merino Breeders – 23rd Merino Ram Sale  
at the Upper Clutha Show, Wanaka,  Friday,  12 March 2010. 

It is proposed that the annual ram sale will now be held in conjunction with the Upper Clutha Show in March.  
This would be held on Friday afternoon, by auction, commencing at 3pm, inspection prior to this.  Any enquir-
ies, contact the president, Jim Hore 03 444 7703. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant and Sharlene would like to thank everyone 
for their business and support.  It‘s great to be a 
part of an industry that people are passionate 
about.  Our clients produce some of the best wool 
in the world and that is something to be proud of.    
 
We are available for all your shearing and crutching 
requirements.   
 
Call us (03) 436 0436 or  0274 367 678.     

 
 
 
 
 
 

This year the Otago Merino Association opened 
accounts at the ASB in Queenstown.  We are very 
happy with the flexible service they provide. 
 
The ASB has been one of our valued sponsors for 
several years now. 




