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MEMBERSHIP  

The OTAGO MERINO ASSOCIATION welcome new members to join the Association.  If you 
know of someone who would like to join the association please contact the Secretary at  

kylie@administrationhq.co.nz or via post PO Box 1765 Queenstown. 

Hi All 
 

I would like to say thank you to everyone who supported the Awards evening.  I trust you all 
had a great time! Once again I would like to thank all our loyal sponsors for their continued 
support; their commitment is especially appreciated in these tight times. As I stated on the 
night we are also lucky to have a very motivated committee, you can rest assured we are al-
ways thinking very hard about keeping the night a worthy event to attend. We very much 
believe in the importance of bringing everyone together in the industry. Thanks to Ross 
Beech and the rest of Merino Inc in agreeing to hold their AGM in conjunction with us, we 

had growers there on the night from every region in New Zealand. 
 

Thanks again also to Kylie and Lesley of Administration HQ in Queenstown. They really are 
very hard working and willing helpers in keeping the OMA running smoothly.  
Congratulations to Kylie also on the birth of her strapping 10lb baby boy!  Well done. 
 

Congratulations to all the winners; you can give yourselves a well deserved pat on the back! 
 

A couple of weeks after the awards evening Lisa and myself travelled to Newcastle to attend 
the New England wool awards.  It was a worthwhile trip, giving us a chance to meet some 
new growers over that side of the ditch. We were made to feel very welcome by everyone, 
especially the New England crew.  
 

With the wool selling season right on us, globally things are still a little rough; but I think it is 
still very important to try to continue to produce a world class product presented to the mar-
ket to the very best of our ability. 
 

Remember our forebears came through the great depression, amongst other trying times so 
letõs bear down and get determined to get through this tough period. We still have a lot to be 
grateful for:  We are not being called off to fight a war; we donõt have to sit in the baking sun 
waiting for a food drop; our local pubs havenõt been taken out by a car bomb, we donõt have 
a donkey as our only means of transport; and Helen Clark doesnõt even live in the country 
any more!! As I said there is a bit to be happy about. 
 

All the best for your wool sales. 
 
Regards  

Gundy  (Dave Anderson) 

Chairman 
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South African Exchange  

 
In addition to the Monaro exchange, a new annual  
scholarship beginning in 2010 is currently being organised 
by the Otago Merino Association, with the help of funding 
from the Gordon MacMaster Trust. 
 
We are looking for a suitable scholar to travel to South  
Africa in July/August next year and be placed with Andries 
Pienaar, who is a merino stud breeder.  Andries visited the 
South Island in March this year and was a guest speaker at 
our Field Day at Nine Mile Station.   
 
We invite applications from people who are involved and 
enthusiastic in the merino industry.  For 2010 we are not 
looking at any particular age group, just the best applicant.  
Further details will be available  later, but applications will 
close by the end of February.   If you would like to apply or 
nominate someone, please submit a letter to:  
 

The Secretary, Otago Merino Association,  

PO Box 1765, Queenstown 

Email:  kylie@administrationhq.co.nz 

Upper Clutha  

Transport 

Reda  

of Italy 
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   Agricultural Exchanges 

  

  Monaro Scholarship  
 

The Otago Merino Association is currently accepting appli-

cations for the 2010 Monaro Scholarship. 

The Monaro Scholarship is an agricultural exchange organ-

ised by the Otago Merino Association with sponsorship 

from PGG Wrightson Ltd.  The Monaro is a district in NSW 

Australia, about an hour south of Canberra.  The Monaro 

Scholarship consists of 2ñ3 weeks in the Monaro area of 

Australia, and the anticipated time of travel would be April 

2010. 

Grant Murdoch was this yearõs scholar.  See the next page 

for his comments on his experience. 

If you are interested in applying for this scholarship, or know 

of someone in the Merino Industry who would benefit from 

this exchange please submit a letter to the Secretary of the 

Otago Merino Association by the 15th November  2009. 
The Secretary, Otago Merino Association,  

PO Box 1765, Queenstown 

Email:  kylie@administrationhq.co.nz 

 

http://www.icebreaker.com/site/index.html


Monaro Scholarship 

2009 Monaro Scholarship Recipient 

Hello, my name is Grant Murdoch.  I am a shearing contractor based in Kurow.  We shear a mix of cross 
breed and merino sheep in Kurow and Omarama area. 

 

I have been in the shearing industry for 
23 years, 20 years as a shearer.   Early 
this year I was awarded the Monaro 
Scholarship. 
 

I travelled to Australia in April, heading 
to Sydney then to Canberra. I was 
picked up by Brett Povey, a wool rep 
for Elders. 
 

Brett showed me around his farm, and 
man it was dry,  his biggest problem 
was he was running out of stock water,  
the dams where just about dry - a real 
concern for farmers that rely on rain 
water for stock.  
 

Brett took me to John Philpõs farm 
where they where shearing Merino 
ewes, they where about 70kgs and cut-

ting an average of 7-8 kgs of 19-21 micron wool. The shearers where shearing about 125 per day.  I went two 
four different sheds whilst they where shearing, the best shearers where shearing about 130-140 per day big 
heavy and necky merinos. Wool preparation was minimal, just the basics where done.  I noticed that some 
farmers had made a change to Dune Breed - about 20% of sheep in Australia are dune. 
 

Henry and Julia Bridgewater own Sherwood 
Station.  They are changing to the soft rolling 
skin type sheep.  They are 60kg ewes around 
16-18 Micron and lambing 130 percent. 
 

I was fortunate enough to go to a wether trail 
at Alectown with Alan McGufficke about 
one hour south of Dubbo.  They monitor 
around 15 different Farmerõs sheep and com-
pare results, eg wool weights and micron 
length and strength. They fat score the weth-
ers after shearing.   I found it very interesting 
and the results vary a lot in some cases. 
Sheep perform very well.  I noticed that most 
farmers are starting to breed a plainer body 
sheep with less neck and body wrinkle. 
 

Sam Green, who is a wool agent for Gordon 
Lichfield wools, arranged where I went from 
day to day. Sam was great. On the last Friday he took me to  
Canberra where we watched the Brumbies play the Bulls at Canberra Stadium.   It was a real treat. 
 

I would like to say a big thank you to the Otago Merino Association for the Scholarship.  It was a great oppor-
tunity and I would recommend it to anyone interested.  The people you meet are awesome. 
 
 

Grant Murdoch 


